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Construction at GW on schedule
C

ONSTRUCTION at George
Washington Elementary School
(GW) is slated for completion by
June 1 and will allow the district to
provide a host of new learning
opportunities for students. It is the
district's first
major
The completion of construction
Keany Abrahao, a
kindergartener in Carla
initiative
this project
Cardosa’s class at A.P.
since 2000.
means more
Morris Early Childhood
The project
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sizes and more
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Superintendent
changing rooms,
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continuing its use of Bee Bucks – coupons
This addition will enable the
named after the school’s mascot that students
district to reorganize grades 5-8 to
earn for good behavior and good character.
reduce class size.
Bee Bucks were introduced last year and are
“The completion of this project
used for shopping at the school store, the Bee
means more manageable class sizes
Hive, where items such as pencils, stuffed
and more opportunities for students
animals, and sunglasses can be purchased.
to learn and grow,” said Dr.
The Bee Bucks program encourages good
Antoine Gayles, Superintendent of
conduct throughout the entire school day by
Schools.
rewarding such characteristics as
Funding for the $6.5 million
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project comes from a combination
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of capital reserve and lease-purchase
the needs of the students of GW, but will
funds secured through a five-year
also be available to the public for evening
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and weekend sports activities.
The new facility will become part of a
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Rewarding good bee-havior
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and honesty. All staff members can award Bee
Bucks at their discretion including teachers,
substitute teachers, custodians, bus drivers,
crossing guards, and lunch aides.
Character education is a big part of the
educational experience at A.P. Morris. Each
month, the school emphasizes the importance
of a different trait and holds a school-wide
activity related to it. One month, for example,
classes that most frequently showed honesty
received prizes from the school principal,
April Lowe.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony will be
planned prior to the start of the 2017-18
school year to officially open the addition
to the school community.
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HHS mentoring

Black history essay winners
I

N recognition of Black History Month,
Calvin Coolidge Elementary School held an
African-American hero essay contest.
Second-graders each wrote about a famous
African-American that inspired him or her
the most. The best essay from every class was
chosen by each classroom teacher and the
winning authors had the honor of reading
their work at a school-wide assembly hosted
by Rahim Graham, school principal.

Subjects of the top essays included
Michelle Obama, Nelson Mandela, Oprah
Winfrey, Gabby Douglas, and Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.
Pictured above are the winning students:
front row, Sydney Manns-Johnson, Nahayla
Barnes, Sariyah Colter, Ariel Carney, and
Gabrielle Carter; back row, Liliana Severino,
Gabriella Perez, David Dajuste, Darren
Johnson, and Onyinyechi Nwadike.

Doors show off creativity
Drawings of
trumpets, sparkling
with glitter, honored
jazz great Louis
Armstrong.
Traffic signals
made from
construction paper
honored the inventor of
the traffic light,
Garrett Morgan.
Cardboard
airplanes circled cotton
clouds and recognized
Bessie Coleman, the
first African-American
woman to earn a pilot's
license.
These were just a
few of the designs and
personalities featured
in the Black History
Sydney Kandeh, a pre-K student in Andrea Nascimento’s class at A.P.
Month door
Morris, adds an airplane to the door honoring Bessie Coleman
decorating contest
way of representing his or her achievements.
held at A.P. Morris Early Childhood Center.
The doors were judged on their creativity,
A walk down a hallway has never been more
visual impact, theme, and level of student
informative or inspiring.
participation.
Teachers and students were given
Each student received a kente cloth
complete freedom in selecting a person to
bookmark for participating.
profile and the most appropriate and artistic

Hillside High School recently began piloting
an online career mentoring program. About a
dozen seniors have been paired with area
professionals working in fields such as
business, law enforcement, medicine, and
biomedical engineering. The information
gleaned from the dialogue, done using the
WhatsApp messaging service, provides each
student with a personalized insight.
"Even though you have a passion for
something, you don't know what the
profession's really like or what studying it on
the college level is like," said senior Ismael Jose,
who is paired with Dr. Vivek Kumar, a
biomedical engineering professor at the New
Jersey Institute of Technology. "You need to
hear it from someone who has lived it."
Veronica Leitao asked a host of detailed
questions of her mentor, Kam Johnson, a
Manhattan-based Microsoft executive. She
wanted to know everything from a description
of a typical day at the office to the computer
programs that are used daily.
"This gave me a 411 on what the business
world is like," Veronica said. "It helped me
decide what specific area of business I wanted
to focus on."
The program was developed by school
counselor Cory A. Jones to further prepare
students for college and the workplace. Mr.
Jones, who monitors the WhatsApp
conversations, tapped his circle of colleagues
and friends for suggestions on mentors then
turned to LinkedIn if he couldn't find a match
for a student.

Girls Rock Science

A group of girls at Hurden Looker
Elementary School has just wrapped up a
session of Girls Rock Science. The afterschool
program inspires girls to become more
interested in science, develops their hands-on
science skills, and encourages them to take on
leadership roles in and out of the classroom.
"Boys are often very passionate about
science and sometimes unknowingly push the
girls aside in class," said teacher and program
co-creator Catherine Crisanaz. "We wanted a
place where girls could come in and work
together on their own without pressure.”
The girls in the program met bi-weekly and
completed a variety of activities such as
building weight-bearing bridges, creating
catapults, and working with microscopes.
Despite its name, Girls Rock Science is much
more than just science, however. It's about
female empowerment and confidence.
"We want them to understand that if they
are determined and work hard, they can do
anything," Ms. Crisanaz said. "I have watched
very quiet girls come into the program and just
blossom. Seeing that is incredibly rewarding.”
The program was run twice this school year;
each session had 25 students and mixed thirdand fourth-graders.
Ms. Crisanaz coordinates Girls Rock Science
with three other teachers: co-creator Johanna
Williams, Ashley Massa, and Janice Ulzheimer.
They all volunteer their time to the program.

www.hillsidek12.org

Turning instruction upside down
GW reverses roles of homework and classwork, adds student-led instruction

T

EACHERS and students at George
Washington Elementary School are
flipping. This year the school has reversed
the traditional roles of classwork and
homework for two subjects, math and
language arts. It's a move that has increased
the time that fifthgraders and teachers
One of the many
work together in class
has created a
benefits of having and
more active classroom
the students teach environment focused
on doing.
and guide their
In educational
classmates is they lingo, the practice of
reversing homework
are reaching a
and classwork is
known as "flipping" or
higher level of
the "flipped classroom
understanding.” model." Instead of new
information and skills
Jessica Rozewski
being taught by the
Teacher
teacher in class, the
lessons are delivered digitally through short
videos that students watch online at home;
the application of the information is done in
school.

“

The nuts and bolts of flipping
Students and teachers connect digitally
through Edmodo, a communication and
messaging network designed exclusively for
education. Students access the site at home
and watch short instructional videos that
their teachers have either created or linked to
from other sources (e.g., Scholastic’s
StudyJams, Khan Academy, BrainPOP,
LearnZillion).

In math, for
example, a video might
teach the way to divide
fractions; in language
arts, a video might
describe how to
identify the main idea
of a paragraph or use
point of view in a short
story.
By moving the
lecture part of the
lesson, classroom time
is freed up so that
students can practice
what they've learned
the night before. This
allows teachers more
time to interact with
students in a more
meaningful and
Jane Anane works in a small group and shows how to multiply fractions
personalized way.
When students share what they know
The use of the video lessons also provides
with their peers, it increases student
another advantage:
engagement, improves communication skills,
"You can watch them over and over
and encourages kids to master the subject
again," said fifth-grader Joselito Burgos. "If
content.
you didn't get it the first time, you can go
"One of the many benefits of having the
back so you understand."
(Students unable to view the instructional students teach and guide their classmates is
videos because of internet issues are given an they are reaching a higher level of
understanding," said Jessica Rozewski, who
opportunity to watch them in class.)
along with Kelly Kurdyla piloted the program
Peer coaching an integral part of process last year. "It is one level to be able to do or
understand something, but is another to be
GW piloted the flipping model last school
able to explain and teach it to someone else.
year and put into place another powerful
The kids have definitely become more
element: student-led instruction. Students
confident in the classroom and take pride in
work in small groups practicing their skills
being able to teach and assist each other."
and take turns being the teacher.

Engineering that helps others

S

TUDENTS at Walter O.
Krumbiegel Middle School
recently researched, planned, and
constructed devices designed to
improve the lives of young children
with cerebral palsy.
The seventh- and eighth-graders,
part of the school's new design and
modeling course, created orthotic
foot braces to improve stability.
They also constructed a variety of
therapeutic toys that mix play with
exercises to build arm strength and
hand-eye coordination.
The design and modeling course
combines science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM)
and shows students how to apply
those skills to solve real-world
problems. The course follows the
curriculum of Project Lead The
Way, a national non-profit
educational organization dedicated
to hands-on STEM education.

In developing their products,
the students followed the
standard engineering method.
The process included research,
design, computer model-making,
construction, testing, and
revision.
"Industries involving STEM
are some of the fastest growing
in the world so it's important to
introduce kids to these skills
early on," said Dr. Henry
Eisenberg, the course's teacher
and a retired physician.
"Students in this program also
learn to be resourceful and
continually strive to improve
upon their ideas. They truly
model what professional
engineers do in their careers."
About 60 students at Hillside
High School are also engaged in
STEM courses designed by
Project Lead The Way.

Bruna Mota-Lopes and Kelly Rodrigues show off a toy they engineered that will
help build arm strength and coordination in children with cerebral palsy
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Kids use STEM to build playground

Fourth-graders study playground engineering then build a motorized one of their own
Fourth-graders at Hurden Looker
Elementary School recently took their
science, technology, engineering, and math
(STEM) skills to
the next level by
designing and
The project
building a
teaches kids to
motorized Lego
think outside the playground.
The
box. It's hands-on students, who
and uses real-life are in the
school's
objects they can enrichment
touch and make program, first
spent time on the
work.”
school playground
with
teacher Marta
Marta Tran
Tran
studying
the
Teacher
physics of the
different structures and their operation.
Then, piece by piece, they methodically
planned the design and motorization of the
Ferris wheel, merry-go-round, seesaw,
swing, and other activities that would be a
part of their project. The actual construction
and revisions were the easiest phases of the
process.
"They didn’t work from an instruction

“

manual, everything came from their
imagination,” said Mrs. Tran. "The project
teaches kids to think outside the box. It’s
hands-on and uses real-life objects they can
touch and make work. It’s a step toward
more complex engineering."
The enrichment program has both thirdand fourth-graders – approximately 60
students in all. It focuses exclusively on
STEM training while also developing
creative collaboration, communication, and
critical thinking skills.
STEM instruction for all students is an
important part of the educational experience
at Looker. Mrs. Tran visits every class in the
building once per month to teach computer
programming and the logic skills necessary
to program effectively. Students learn the
basics such as debugging, looping, and
construction of algorithms – usually as part
of interactive online gaming challenges. The
enrichment program is in many ways an
extension of what's done in the classroom.
Students in the program are now creating
an automated soccer game (with a
motorized kicker and goalie) and building a
mechanical lion and a mechanical alligator
Jaylah Samaroo makes an adjustment to a playground that
that mimic the actual movements of the
she helped construct and motorize
animals.

Putting students
on path to success

Hillside High School
students Jaylen Harris and
Sidney Mendoza rehearse
a song in the school
auditorium

‘Jekyll & Hyde’ April 6-8
H

ILLSIDE High School will present the
gothic musical, “Jekyll & Hyde,” on
April 6–8, beginning each night at 7 p.m. in the
school auditorium.
Based on Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic,
“Jekyll & Hyde” tells the tale of a physician
whose dark instincts and desires are unleashed

in the form of an evil alternate personality. The
production features a pop/rock score.
About 30 students are in the cast, crew, and
orchestra. Students Jaylen Harris, Sidney
Mendoza, and Xannya Uyinmwen star
“Jekyll & Hyde” is directed by HHS social
studies teacher Michael Mandy.
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Helping students develop the life skills
needed for academic success and personal
growth is the focus of a new program offered at
Hillside High School and Walter O. Krumbiegel
Middle School. The Ready, Set, Grow! Academy
teaches strategies designed to help students
meet their academic and personal goals.
Both a mentoring program and character
education course, the Ready, Set, Grow!
Academy covers a range of topics including
goal-setting, academic planning, leadership
development, effective communication, dealing
with rejection, and critical thinking. The
academy also helps prep students for college.
Although the academy is still evolving,
students are already finding their strides.
"Before the program I was just going through
school day by day," said seventh-grader Zachary
Jordan. "Now I'm focused, I'm focused on my
GPA and what I need to do to be successful."
Students at each school meet with program
facilitator David Jefferson Jr. once per week.
The groups are kept small so that the sessions
can provide personalized support and attention.
Approximately two dozen students are in the
program.
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